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NENE PARK GOLF CLUB 
MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD 

MONDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 2017 AT THE HOLIDAY INN, THORPE WOOD 
 
 

Present:  Iain Caville (Chairman), Neil Crees (Treasurer), Chris Naylor (Captain) Colin Bagley   (Secretary), 
plus19 men and 13 ladies. 

 
ITEM 1:    Apologies: 
 
Nicky Plumtree, Suzanne Jones, Adrianne Crouch, Di Webb, Myra Landsburgh, Marwyn Watson, 
Carol Alban , Anne Curwen, Paul Hackney, Nigel Alban, Carson Steptoe, Ray Smith,  
 
ITEM 2: Minutes of Last Meeting and Matters Arising:   
 
The request for no split in the field of the Sunday competitions has been resolved. 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true matter.  
 
Minutes were accepted:  Proposed by Barbara Bird:  Seconded by Do Bagley 
 
ITEM 3: Treasurer’s Report:  
 
The Treasurer made some general comments regarding the Club finances, in particular the 
surplus of £6014.   This had accrued primarily as a consequence of increased membership, not 
having to pay honorariums and a 12 month accounting period rather than last year’s 15 
months.  These points, and others, are expanded in the Treasurer’s Report, a copy of which is 
attached to these minutes. 
 
Treasurer’s report was accepted:  Proposed by Martin Gee:  Seconded by David Flynn 
 
ITEM 4: Chairman’s Report:   
 
When I took over the position as Chairman of the new Nene Park Golf Club at the end of 2012, 
we made some ambitious projections as to the future of our golf club. At the time there were 
many sceptics at what we set out to achieve. 4 years on, I believe we have exceeded all 
expectations, and have firmly established Nene Park Golf Club as the premier club in the 
Peterborough area. 
 
Before I go any further, let me reveal some of the secrets of what goes on at Committee 
Meetings. The fact is we spend most of our time dealing with issues such as the size of the 
trophy shelves, should we have printed diaries or not, and what size should the slot be in the 
competition card box. Of course, from time to time we also have to deal with matters that can 
be quite challenging, sometimes difficult, often contentious and on occasions emotional. 
However, without a Committee, who else would step up and deal with the day-to-day running 
of the Club? 
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The Club Committees have a thankless task of running the Club and organising competitions. 
Often criticised, seldom thanked, they are made up of ordinary people who volunteer their own 
time to the running of our Club - so that you don’t have to. Many, like me, also have day-jobs 
outside the golf club, and from time to time some of us even have a personal life to attend to. 
So, I would like to personally thank everyone who gives their time to serving on the 
Management and Golf Committees, as without them you and I would not have a golf club. 
 
Now let’s take a look at some of the achievements of 2016 : 
 
 Players representing Nene Park Golf Club in local, county and national events have once 

again excelled themselves 
 We now have over 660 members, a 45% increase on when we started in 2013 
 One of our aims in 2016 was to attract more Ladies and, by supporting Suzanne Dickens 

and her Ladies Academy, I am pleased to report that we now have over 100 Lady members 
 We have created a host of new Men’s sponsored competitions and trophies, with previously 

unequalled prize funds. Our aim in 2017 is to do the same for the Senior Men and Ladies 
competitions. I would like to thank those businesses and individuals who have provided 
sponsorship to enable this to happen 

Turning to the course, we are now working closer than ever with Simon Fitton, Robin Rawlings 
and the Nene Golf team. We can embrace the fact that our golf club doesn’t have the issue of 
having to run and maintain the golf course itself.  On behalf of everyone at the club, I would like 
to thank them all for providing us with 2 of the best golf courses in the area, and I am sure the 
eagle-eyed amongst you will have noticed some interesting changes that are evolving on the 
courses. Visiting golfers are always amazed at what the golf courses have to offer, totally 
dispelling the myths surrounding pay-and-play courses. If further proof were needed, the 
Thorpe Wood course hosted the Cambridgeshire County Championship, to great approval. 
 
If there is one disappointment for me as Chairman of the Club, it is the lack of enthusiasm from 
other members to get involved, leaving it up to the “usual suspects” to organise everything. On 
the other hand, that is also our good fortune, as we continue to be blessed with some 
extraordinary characters. There are 2 people in particular that I would like to single out, and 
they are Colin Bagley and Chris Naylor. 
 
I continue to be impressed by Colin’s enthusiasm and determination to do his part for the Club 
which is commendable for someone of his advancing years. However, some of you will know 
that I have made it my job to relieve Colin of some of his duties during the last year, handing 
over the reins to others to take the strain. This is not because we are unhappy with what Colin 
does; it is simply because we cannot continue to depend on one man to perform so many tasks. 
It is time Colin enjoyed his time playing golf, not organising golf for others.  
 
Then there is Chris Naylor, who is rapidly becoming an institution in his own right. Once again, 
Chris has worked tirelessly throughout the year, without the support of a Vice Captain. His 
passion for the Club is unrivalled, so love him or loathe him – you choose – just remember that 
our Club would not be what it is now without his efforts. 
 
On behalf of everyone, I wish to thank them both for everything they have done in the last year, 
and hopefully they will continue to do so in the future. 
 
We now have a great deal of stability and a firm foundation as far as members and funding are 
concerned, which has allowed the Committee to look at some longer term projects. We are 
actively sponsoring the Junior and Ladies Academies to introduce new members both to the 
sport of golf and to our Club. Those pesky kids may upset some people when they keep winning 
competitions, but they are the future of our Club, so long may it continue. The Committee has 
also been looking at the feasibility of a permanent halfway house next to the 10th tee at Thorpe 
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Wood, a significant investment by anybody’s standards. While this is still in the early stages, we 
are keen to improve on the under-used halfway-shed, subject to all of the limitations that we 
may face throughout this process, such as health and safety, planning permission, and the small 
fact that we don’t own the land. We make no promises, but this is presently high on our agenda.  
The Captain will be informing you of additional improvements to our displays in the Range. 
 
I would also welcome any suggestions you may have as to how we can improve the playing 
experience of members. We have funds available that can make things happen – within reason.  
Finally, as the elected Chairman of this Golf Club, I will always stick firmly to my mantra that 
we are one club, and everything we do must be to the advantage and benefit of all members, 
and not just a select few. I know there are those who don’t like some of the decisions we make. 
On the other hand, I believe that the vast majority of members appreciate what we are trying to 
achieve – the membership numbers speak for themselves. Therefore, I would like to thank you, 
the members, for continuing to place your faith in the Committee to run the Club to the best of 
our abilities. 
 
ITEM 5:  Captain’s Report:   
 
I would like to start by thanking you, the members, for the opportunity you gave me to be Club 
Captain for a second year and to extend those thanks to all members for their continued 
support to the Lady Captain, Jocelyn Faris, and the Seniors Captain, Peter Cudbertson.   I think 
it is fair to say that NPGC and the Nene Park golf courses have had their best year ever. 
 
We have seen the introduction of a Junior Section which has taken the County by storm.  One of 
our 3–men teams won a County team event at the first attempt and was only narrowly beaten 
into second place, on countback, in the National Finals at Filford Heath Golf Club. 
 
The men’s NPGC Orton team successfully defended the Derek Burridge Knockout Trophy, the 
first time this has been achieved in the county.  The NPGC Thorpe Wood team were beaten in 
the final in the County Jock Stewart Knockout.  
 
The County Open was held at Thorpe Wood this year with an exceptional competition resulting 
in a thrilling 3-man playoff.  The county officials and players were surprised, and delighted, on 
how well the course was presented and, as a consequence, what the club and course has to 
offer county golfers. 
 
The Men’s Open in July saw the course record smashed with a gross 66, helped in no small way 
by the condition of the course and in particular the excellent greens.  Thanks must be extended 
to Phil Wright and his staff for the continuing hard work to ensure such high standards. 
 
All Open competitions held by the Club this year have had exceptional numbers of entries and 
the team Club match results have generally been in our favour.  Competition entries are still on 
the increase and prize funds have reached levels which could only once have been dreamed 
about. 
 
Thanks to the enthusiasm and commitment that Suzanne Dickens has put into the Ladies 
Academy, and the numbers of those ladies who have subsequently joined the Club, the Ladies 
section now has more than 100 members. 
 
With the introduction of sponsors for seniors and juniors competitions this year, I am pleased 
to say that we will be purchasing new honour boards, trophies and shelving which will be put 
up in the range.  I wish to thank all our sponsors, especially Serpentine Green, for making it 
possible to hold the number and variety of competitions we do and the prizes we have to offer. 
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I would like thank the Committee for their hard work this year and welcome the two incoming 
captains, Cath Hunt and Ray Palmer, and hope they have the same support that I was given this 
year.  All that is left to say is that is has been an honour and privilege to have been your Captain 
for the last 12 months and look forward to another year at Nene Park. 

ITEM 6: Election of Officers: 
 
There were no nominations for the post of Chairman or for the three additional members for 
the Management Committee, neither was there a nomination for Club Captain.  As a 
consequence it was proposed by Do Bagley and seconded by Gary Geddis that the present 
Management Committee be re-elected.  This was approved by the members of the meeting. 
 
ITEM 7: Any Other Business.  
 
a. The Secretary proposed a change to paragraph 17 of the Constitution to remove an 
ambiguity in the wording.  The amendment is to read:   
 
 The Chairman shall be elected annually at the Annual General Meeting.  The Committee 
 members (excluding the Secretary and Treasurer, see paragraph 22) shall usually hold 
 office for 2 years from April 1st next after their election. 
 
 Proposed by:  Roger Harris   Seconded by:  Ann Hawkins 
 
b. Roger Harris raised the matter of the Fit and Ancient Society not being able to play 
qualifying competitions and he opined that the matter had been dealt with unfairly by the 
Management Committee.  The Chairman replied that at the time there were approximately 300 
senior members (256 with handicaps) and 70 members of the F&A.  Therefore, there were 230 
(186) who were Club members but were unable to take part in F&A competitions.  He said that 
it was unfair that 75% of senior members could not play in what were senior activities.  The 
Secretary said that there were differences of opinion between himself and the majority of the 
committee over this issue and that proposed compromises by both sides had been suggested 
but not agreed.  As a consequence, the F&A had severed connection with NPGC and moved on.  
However, Roger Harris did not agree.   
 
John Gribble said that he was dismayed that during the discussions with the Fit & Ancient over 
the qualifying competitions issue, the OM Golf Society had been ignored and not included in 
those discussions. He requested that senior members who prefer to play their golf at Orton 
Meadows should, in any future discussions of such magnitude, be consulted.  The Chairman 
acknowledged the request.  
 
c. Heather McCrae asked if it was possible to have member’s discount at The Woodman.  
It was pointed out that our membership cards allow a 10% discount on food.  However, it was 
considered unlikely this discount would be extended to drinks. 
 
d. A question was raised regarding toilets at the range if the American Golf expansion 
takes place.  The Chairman explained that if the present facilities were lost then there would be 
an obligation by Nene Golf Ltd to make alternative arrangements.  However, the whole 
question of the American Golf expansion is still in doubt. 
 
e. Joyce Fisher asked if it is possible for additional seating to be provided in the range.  It 
was pointed that this is an NGL responsibility but, with the changes that have taken place in the 
range, there is limited space available for additional seating. 
 
f. David Riley suggested that a standard of dress code be implemented for Club 
competitions.  This had some support and will be considered. 
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There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30pm. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:     TBA 
Colin Bagley 
Secretary 
February 2017 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 6 February 2016  
 
Accounts for the year to 31 December 2016  
Nene Park Golf Club’s financial statements from 1 January 2016 represent the accounts of both the Men’s and Ladies 
sections. The 2015 Men’s and Ladies accounts have been consolidated to produce the comparative figures shown in these 
2016 accounts.  
 
The format of the financial statements has changed so that contribution from the three sections (Men, Seniors and Ladies) 
can be shown separately in columnar format on the face of the accounts. Other Club income and expenditure is then set-off 
against this surplus to show a total year-end Members’ Fund surplus or deficit. In addition a ‘Captains’ Fund’ shows separate 
income that has been raised for charitable purposes and the amount that has been donated in the year.  
 
The Members’ Fund shows a surplus of £6,014 against a £9 deficit in 2015. The surplus has arisen because of the following 
factors which have combined to make 2016’s financial position extremely healthy  
• A significant increase in membership over the last three years as a result of Committee initiatives and very generous 
support from Nene Golf Limited  
• During the previous two years increased revenue has been invested heavily to support the Club’s rapid growth. Examples of 
such expenditure included Psi hardware at both courses, winner’s boards, signage and shelving, club trophies, membership 
cards and tags plus printing and stationery.  
• The Ladies have built up a competitions surplus that will be utilised next year  
• The Club no longer pays honorariums to its officials  
• Last year ‘annual’ subscriptions were allocated over a 15 month period to accommodate a change in the subscription 
period from 12 months to 31 December to 12 months to 31 March.  
 
Income  
Subscriptions  
There was a net increase of 87 members in the year across all sections. Because the subscription period was increased to 15 
months in 2015-16 last year’s subscription income was diluted effectively by 12/15. This year the accounts show a full 12 
month subscription income and this, as well as the increase in numbers, means subscription revenue has increased £5,074 
from £15,895 to £21,553. Notes 1 and 2 to the accounts itemise subscription information across the two types of 
membership.  
 
Competition income  
There were 116 internal competitions in the year compared with 97 in 2015. The Captain has continued to find sponsors for 
the larger competitions and this initiative as well as the hard work of the competition secretaries has seen the support and 
the popularity the Club competitions increase significantly. Last year’s four Open competitions were well organised and well 
supported and did not require any funding from the Members’ Fund.  
Matches  
The way match finances have reported means the number of matches shown in these accounts has reduced. However I can 
report there has not been a reduction in the Club’s match activity.  
Other income  
The Club was fortunate enough to receive £286 interest income in the year. Unfortunately interest rates have now fallen to a 
bare minimum and this will not be repeated next year.  
 
Expenditure  
County affiliation fees  
County affiliation fees are one-off charges levied by CAGU and England Golf on the basis of membership numbers. With the 
increase in membership numbers this has increased by £1,804 from £5.870 to £7,674.  
Expenditure  
Full details of expenditure are disclosed in notes 6, 8, 9 and 10 to the accounts. As explained above much of the initial Nene 
Park Golf Club set up expenditure has not been repeated therefore reductions have been made against last year.  
 
Balance Sheet  
The Members’ Fund stands at £21,553 compared with £15,895 last year. The Captains’ Fund stands at £1,676 being money 
due to nominated charities (in the year £2,130 was donated to Breast Cancer).  
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